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Georgia’s Segregation of Students with Disabilities
[bookmark: _GoBack]Georgia’s Rationale for this Practice
Georgia has been segregating children who have mental issues, behavioral problems, and autistic spectrum kids because they are deemed as troublesome, difficult to control and to educate by their home schools (PBS NewsHour, 2015). 
How such Segregation Damages Students with Disabilities
Segregation of students with disabilities and behavioral problems is harmful to children. Segregation makes children feel to have problems in their social and emotional life. Children who are segregated tend to become shy, lack communication skills, and therefore, unable to interact with other kids. They also suffer from low self-esteem, self-worth, and inferiority complex issues. Segregation keeps children at a low status by denying them access to public facilities and making sure that they keep apart from other children.
Children in segregated schools spend most of their time interacting with computers with programs that are not of their level; thereby, they waste a lot of time and do not achieve academic progress. They also experience a lot of violence since there is no control over those students who have behavioral issues. Many children end up dropping out of school or even committing suicide. 
There is no educational advantage of segregating students. Segregated children also do not learn the same content based on their grades as their counterparts in mainstream schools, which make it difficult for them to learn what they are supposed to learn. There is a poor quality of instruction in academic skills. Children with Down syndrome who are placed in special schools tend to be two years behind in expressive language compared to other children (Shedd, 2015).
Placing children in self-contained rooms does not expose them to things that they need to learn to survive in the world. There are no appropriate role and behavior models that help shape children with disabilities and behavioral problems. Children need to belong first before they can achieve, as stated by Maslow.
How the State of Georgia address this Issue
Georgia can address this issue by ensuring that all of the students placed in segregated schools are returned to mainstream schools so that they can learn together with other children.  The reason for segregating these children is that they are deemed troublesome, difficult to educate, and control.  The state of Georgia needs to train teachers so that they can be able to handle children with disabilities and behavioral issues. It is important for the state to increase the number of teachers and also provide therapy that is needed for these students to ensure that their issues are addressed.  Inclusion of children with disabilities in mainstream schools can help children with disabilities bring diversity and their talents and abilities in the classroom for the benefit of everyone (Hegarty & Alur, 2002). 
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